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Abstract

Making a Movie of Classical Novel

—Focusing on the Movie <Chunhyangjecn> since 1960's—

Kwon, Sun—keung

A famous novel <Chunhyangjeon> has been made in a movie
twenty—two times. In 1923, <Chunhyangjeon> directed by
Hayagawa(%)1]) was the first personally-produced film. In 1935,
<Chunhyangjeon> directed by Lee Guy Hwan was the first talking
film. In 1955, <Chunhyangjeon> directed by Lee Guy Hwan was a
chance of development in Korean movies. In 1961,
<Chunhyangjeon> directed by Hong Seong gi was the first color
cinema scope film. In 1971, <Chunhyangjeon> directed by Lee
Seong Gu was the first 70-mm film. In 2000, <Chunhyangdyeon>
directed by Im Kwon Taek was the first movie which was selected
in the main competition of Cannes Film Festival.

<Chunhyangjeon> has a typical story of melodrama, which
consists of love, parting, suffering, and happy reunion. Since its
story is a narrative structure which is familiar with the public, the
novel has been produced in the movies many times. This has
opened the new horizon of Korean film history.

When the western movies came into Korean film market in
seventies, however, lots of audience have not been gathered any
longer. Since <Chunhyangjeon> has only an old-style narrative, its
story does not present a modern reinterpretation or a fresh image

of cinematic expression. A popular melodramatic film was produced
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mn regard to the story of <Chunhyangjeon>, which is made of
meeting, love, parting, suffering, and reunion. The movie
<Chunhyangdyeon> directed by Im Kwon Taek illustrates fresh
ideas. But we should proceed to a new direction when classical

novels such as <Chunhyangjeon> are produced in a film.

Key words : <Chunhyangjieon> Media, Making a Movie, Narrative, Contents
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